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COMPANY ttcWS 
• AWC h~s opened a sales and dis· 

tribution center in !'on Wonh, Texas. 
The office. which has nine employees, 
will concentrare on lhe sale of elecrricaJ 
producrs ro indusrrial and commercial 
contracrors. AWC has more than 300 
employees, working our of 23 offices 
across rhe Sou !h. 

• Baton Rouge General has opened 
r.he Capiral Region's firsr comprehen· 
sive limb preservation program, which 
rargers people ar risk for amputation 
because of diaberes. chronic wounds or 
vascular disease. 

• The Baron Rouge Coca-Cola pro­
duction facility was featured on lhe Na­
tional Geographic Channel program 
Ulrimace Factories. The program looked 
at how Coca-Cola is able ro produce 1.7 
billion servings per day of rhe popular 
soft drink ro consumers worldwide. The 
Baton Rouge plant was featured because 
ir is cons idered to be lhe mosr stare-of-
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COMPANY NEWS 

VO(I0oo BBQ & Grill made the 
Entrepreneur Magallne hst of the top 500 
franchises. Baton Rotl!Je-based Voolloo 
was ranked 326th overall and finished 23nl 
on the list of top new franchises. The list is 
based on objective. quantifiable measures 
of a fronch•se operation. such as financial 
strength, g1owth rate and size of system 
VooDoo has 121ocations across south Loui· 
siana and is looking to expand nauonwide 
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lhe-arr plant in lhe U.S. and is the only 
certified "green" bottler in l.he U.S. 

• The city of Zachaty h.as unveiled 
its updated websire, cityofzachary.org. 
The website includes information on 
city depanmcms. permits, inspection 
and zoning, as well as frequently asked 
questions, photographs of departrnem 
beads, contact information, news and 
an cvcms calendar. 

• Th e Ex:xonMobil YMCA held 
a grand opening on March 14 for its 
12,000-square-foot facility in HoweU 
Place. The Y features a fitness center 
and a heated outdoor pool, along with 
a gymnasium lhar is pan of a coopera­
tive agreemenr "1t11 BREC. 

• MAPP Construction and Sweden­
based Skanska are serving as construe· 
tion manager a1 risk for LSU's public 
hospital in New Orleans. The MAPP· 
Skanska learn will ensure the University 
Medical Center come.~ in under its $1.2 
billion budget and on time for its spring 
2015 completion. The team is responsi· 
ble for hiring all rrade comractors and 
subcontraclors who wiU build lhe 424· 
bed hospital. 

• Neighbors Federal Credit Union 
has relocated i1s Airline Highway 
branch to a larger. fuU-service facility at 
13697 Coursey Blvd. The new branch, 
wirh an expanded drive-lhru and lobby 
space to more effectively serve Neigh· 
bors' members. opened wilh a ribbon· 
cuning ceremony on March 7. 

• Omnicademy, a free educational 
ponal that allows universities 10 share 
their course content, has received a 
$500,000 invesrment from the New Or· 
leans-based South Coast Angel Fund. 
This is lhe first investment from lhe 
ftmd. which rargers startup rechnology 

EASY ACCESS: An underpass that 
connects downtown with nearly 80 
acres of undeveloped land along the 
Mississippi River opened on March 
18. The strucrure, which runs under 
the Canadian National railroad, is a 
private venture between developer Pete 
Clements and Hollywood Casino. The 
underpass is the first phase of Clements' 
River Park mixed-use development 
which will include a 10-acre riverfront 
park, hotels, residences, office space. 
retail and an entertainment complex. 

companies in Louisiana and lhe Gulf 
Coasr for inve,rmem. 

• Mark Simmons has created Sim· 
mons Asset Management. a registered 
invesrm•nl advisory firm. Simmons 
specializes in helping invesrors define 
and reach their financial goals, and 
lhe company's primary diems include 
investors who are interesred in grow­
ing their weallh and moving up in eco· 
nomic status. 

• Starmount Life Insurance Com· 
pan y's issuer credit raring has been 
upgraded ro ·bbb_." from "bbb" by 
A.M. Best Co .. affirming lhe financial 
strength rating ofB++ [Good). The out­
look for both ratings is stable. 

• The St. Francis,•ille·based Reloca· 
tion Center has partnered wilh Pinna­
cle Enten alnment lo provide relocation 
services for eligible ne'v employees and 
transfers to its Baton Rouge casiJ1o and 
horel. which are scheduled to open in 
the first quarter of20l2. 

ACCREDITATIONS/ 
C ER fiFIC HI I' "' 

• Sean Flynn. \vith 
Northwestern Mu· 
tual of Louisiana· 
Baton Rouge, has 
complercd lhe edu· 
cation and examina­
tion requiremems to 
become a financial 
adviser. 

APPOINTMENTS/ 
I\1EMBfR--=>HIPS 

• Frank P. Simoneaux, of counsel for 
Gordon, Arata, McCollam, Duplantis & 
Eagan, has been reelected as chainnan 
of lhe Louisiana Board of Ethics. 

• Hancock Holding Company has 
appoimed seven current members of 
Whitney Holding Corporation's board 
of directors to the I lancock board, ef­
fective following the anticipared merger 
berween the compani.,; during second· 
quaner2011. They are: Richard O.Crow· 
cU. tlardy B. Fowler, Terence E.. Hall. 
R. Klng Milling and Eric J. Nickelsen, 
who will join rhe Hancock board; and 
Milling. Alfred S. Uppman and Thomas 
D. Wcstfeldt. who will serve on the board 
for Whitney, which will operate in Lotli· 
siana and Texas after the merger. 

• Mark Slaley. an 
associate director 
with Postlethwaite & 
Netrerville, has been 
appolmed to serve 
on the Sage Busi­
ness Partner Advisory 
Council, which rep­

Staley resems lhe parcner 
community across lhe country. 

• Dr. Ricardo Rodriguez has been in­
stalled as president of I he Louisiana Or· 
tbopaedic Association. 

• Robelynn H.Aba· 
die. CEO/founder of 
Abadie Financial Ser­
vices, has been ap­
pointed ro rhe board 
of directors of the 
Louisiana Health Plan 
representing the Na· 
tiona! Association of 
Insurance and Finance Advisors-Lou­
isiana. 

• Solutions Through Science has 
elected officers for 2011. Executive 
comminee officers are: J.F. Accardo, 
chairman; Judith Nordgren, vice chair; 
Dan Born~. treasurer; Joe Andrepont, 
secretary; and Beverly Smiley, execu-
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